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A brief 


NARRATIVE 
OF THE | 
LIFE, and Unhappy DEATH 


Lady Bennet, 
Late of Buckinghamſbire ; 


Who was moſt Barbarouſly and In- 
humanly Murthered at her own Houſe, om 
tVedneſday the 19th of September, x694. by a 

Butcher of Stony-Stratford. 


A To which is Added ; | 
An Account of the wicked Life of the faid 


, -Buccher , A full Relatton of the Murcher ir ſelf, ana che 
manner of 1r; Of the Ladies leaving behind her Fourſeore 
Thouſind Pounds in her own Houſe; Of rhe Buccher's 
Robving her only of Three Mandred Guinnea's ; And laſtly, 
The manne- of his Diſcevery, Apprehending before a 
ſuſtice, and Commirtmenr to Sr. Alban's Goal z where he 
now remains till che next Aflizes, behaving himſelf with 
great Peaitence 3 Wirth his Prayer in Priſon. 


Licenſed according to Order. 


1 LOND® N: | 
tinted for H. Meſten, in Warwick-lane, 1694: 
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The Untortanate Lady - _ 
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or, The Life and Death of Madam 


Bennet, of Buckingham-ſhire. 


: & Adam Bennet, the unhappy Subje& of this 

2 liccle Hiſtory, was a Perſon deſcended of 
worthy Parentage, Eminent for Virmue as well 
as Riches, from whom the had the Advantage 
of a Pious and well govern'd Education, being 
in her Youth accounted a Woman of grear Wir, 
and: anſwerable Beauty ; inſomuch that ſhe was 
highly admired, for both, by an Ingenuous 
Gergleman, whoſe Name was Benner, 
- Eſquire, being detiv'd of a Rich and Noble 
Scock, he rather Superior to her in Fortune, then 
' Inferior in Eſtate z but the Equality in their Fa- 
, milies, and the admirable Qialifications and En- 
dowments, made the March reconcijahle to the 
Iriends on both ſides, infomuch that che Nupti- 
a] Ceremonics were Confummated to rhe great 
Satisfaction of their Par-nts and Relations. 1 hey 
liv'd together many years unaer all the Content 
- and Happineſs they could cxpe& to enjuy in the 
comtorcable State of Matrimony ; till t fquire 
Henn-t, by an unbounded Generofity in good 
Houle- keeping, and Adts of Hotpitality,' had in 
ſame mealure unwarily leflon'd his Eitace. Ha- 


- ving naw ſeveral Chijdrea by his Lady, bur all - 


Giris, ro whom he was a kind and induiging 
=arher, occalon'd hun to take into ins ſerious 
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- SIX 
truly enjoy'd the Pleaſures of a temperate L ite, 
' (in which he found much more Sarisra&tion, rhen 
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| Conſideration, the deveſtation he was likely to 


wake of his Eſtate if he did not pur a ſtop to | 
his accuſlomary Liberality, which he_did. with 
rimely Prudence, governing each AQion by the 


Rules of Wiſdom, reforming himſek, by jmper 


ceptable meaſures, from what ought rather tc; 
bc ictm'd Bounty than Extravagancy ; fo thai 
1in a ſhort time he had recover'd his Eſtate to its 
primitive value, at which Junfere a Relation 
dying, left him additional Riches, amounrin# tc 

Thouſand Pounds a Year. Having this rime 


in the croubleſom Diſquiers and Interruprions of 
a ſplendid Galantry ) and being now fhd our of 
+ coor heat, into the calm and temperate 
Seaſon of more graver Years. which inclin'd him: 
to continue a reſery'd and ſober Life ; by which 
means he wade ſo great an Improvement of 11: 
Eſtate, that (ar laſt dying) he left his Daughter: 
oY WyUl, 'v hich were three in number ) 1 hirty 
1rhkoufand Ponnds each for their Portions, Jea: 
ving them under the ProteQion and Guardian- 
ſhip of Madam Benn:t, their Mother ; who 
Married the Eldeſt to the Right Honorable th: 
T ord Latimere ; the ſecond to the Rigbr Honor- 
able the Earl of Sa/isbury ; and the third ro 
Mr. Sennet, a worthy Gentleman of the fans 
Name, and of an anſwerable Fortune : T Þ: 
old Lady, when ſhe had thus diſpos'd of hc: 
three Daughters, liv'd a yery retir'd Lite, fel 
dom keeping any more then one Mann-Servan: 
in the WNouſe with her » After this recluſe man 
ner did ſhe live for many Years, poſſeſt 2f thres 
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(FJ). 
or four Thouſand Pounas- per Annum, which 
was left her by Eſquire Bennet her Husband.-nor 
ſpending, as it is reported, ſo muc!: as one hun- 
fred Pound in a Year, and living ro above 
Eighty Years of Age, in which cime the had 
made ſuch an improvement of her Eſtate, thar 
the had the Reputation ot having by her, ( for 
many Years lait paſt - at leaſt I hreeſcore T hou- 
fand Pounds in Gold and Silver, which was 
iled up in her Bed-Chamber- (1a looſe Parcels) 
like Corr in a Granary She had always by 
her vaſt quantities of Corn, worth ſome thou- 
{nds of Pounds, which the kepr by her to ſell 
tc: advantage in the rime of Scarcity. She was 
-aken notice of by ai; P-::ſfons ro be very near 
ard f ving whe:fer throug'! a deft: e of impro- 
vi: g be: Childier s For vnes art he: doceef', or 
whether io gratifi ſome c ve vn. us oclir- 1+ bir 
ſelf, 1s 'eft to ene Work s *ugge t1055. She: was 
obſe: ved n: ver ro keep up that Port o! Gran- 
_ an:weiabk cither to her Riches or her Qua- © | 
l:Y, | - 2 
it 's ſa'd ſhe went npa Laddcr to her Bed- 
Char.ber, which ſhe usd 'o draw up after her, 
lerring down a heavy Trap door, fortified with 
all the Engines of fatty re ſecure her *eguatary 
Paradiſe from the a tempts of Robbers. Her 
Agehth led her ar laſt, inco ſu h Jeakwlics and 
rears that ſhe kep no Servanc art ali jn her 
Houle for tear of bcing cheated or dece red by 
them + the advantage of which bein . taken by 
1\Putcher, who liv'd at S191-SÞatford;, a Perſon, 
who, by hs Impri:dence, had loſt bis Reputa- 
ton. and the good word of þ'5 Neighbours, 
$. | _. which | 


(6) ” 
which ar laſt had plung'd him into great difficul- 
ty; fromunder which it is ſuppogd} be thouphe 
£o retrieve himſelf by the baſeneſs of chis fallow- 


ing ton: 


+ lei < 3-4, kc > 


On Wedneiday Morning about Nane 
of the Cleck,, be was obſerved to walk, 
from home up towards the Houſe of. 
Madam Bennet, into which, by fome 
Stratagem or other, he fingly made his 
Entrance about Eleven of the Clock ; 
2 poor Fellow, who uſed to tbraſh for 
her, in one of her Ont-Houſes or Barns 
belonging to the Houſe, was coming by 
the Gard:n Wall, ever which be ſac 
the Butcher climbing, to whom the 


| Country-1an crys, How now Freend \ 


What h:0ve y998 been Robbing ury Lady l 
Houſe ? to which the Butcher anſwered, 
Ns, . 1 have not ; to which the Conntry- 
man reply'd, you kave been robbing the 
8: chard then , © faid tne other, there is 
fomething in that, but frithee take no 
2o0iice, and here FA half 4. Crown. for 
you ; which tbe Fellow recoin7d, in 
ROPE F rending 


as (7 ) | 
tending to be ſilent ; but a Perſon, a 
little time after, having occaſion "ts 


ſpeak with Madam Bennet, went 'imo || 


the Houſe, where they faund. her, on-the 
Poor of a Room, dead, with her Neck 
broak, and her Face turn d behind 
her ; which barbarous Villany was 
ſoon ſpread abroad, and came to this 
peor Fellow as he was drinking in an 
Ale-houſe , who immediately up and | 
| told who he had ſeen come over the | 
Wall, and what he had given bim te 


remain filent : Upon this Aſſertion the | 


Buteber and his Wife were taken with | 
Three Hundred Guinnea's in their Pof- - | 
ſeſſren, which is ſuppoſed to be Money | 
be had brought off, as a Booty, from 
the Murtherd Lady. 


He behawed bimpelf with great In- 
ſolence towards the Juſtice, who com- |: 
mitted bim to St. Albon's Goal ; bis | 
Wife, being taken at home, was cons- 
xitted to the Connty Goal of Bucking- | 
hams | 
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ham; : but we hear the Butcher ſeerus. 
fomrething more Penitent fe nee bie cloſe | 


Con oe. 


His Prayer i n Priſon, 


() Wot Graces and TKerciſul Got, I confeſs that. . 


my manifold Sins and Iniquities which 1 have, 
commited, ( an more particularly, that deadly and 
heirons Sin of Murther j bave cried alond for Ven- 
geance + and that I' have deſerved Eternal. Puniſh: 
ment: But I beſeech thee, for thy Mercies ſake to 
look down ugon me, and to. pardon and forgive me: 
O good God, for that fmali remainder of time which 1 
have ts live, make me more and more mindful of offer- 
up my Prayers and Supplications unto thee ; ant 
> + 1 come to r*cerwe this Temporary Puniſhment; 
(as 4 juſt Reward for my Offences) that thdu will be 
pleaſed to recive my Soul. Theſe things, together 
with all others mrſt - needful and neceſſary for me, 1 
humbly crave at thy Hands, for thy Sex Chriſt Jeſus 
bis Sake. Amcn. 
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